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The Board of Aldermen for the City of Lake Saint Louis, Missouri met in an 
Administrative/Finance/Public Works Joint Work Session on Monday, September 
22, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room, 200 Civic Center Drive, Lake Saint 
Louis, Missouri. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Mayor Schweikert was present and presided over the meeting.  Aldermen 
present were: Gary Torlina, Ward I; John Pellerito, Ward III; Mike Potter, Ward II; 
Karen Vennard, Ward II; and Jason Law, Ward III.  Alderman Tony Zito, Ward I, 
was absent.  Also present were: Paul Markworth, City Administrator; Donna 
Daniel, City Clerk; Steve Schertel, Community Development Director; Darren 
Noelken, Parks and Recreation Director; Renee Roettger, Finance Director; Eric 
Sterman, Assistant City Administrator; Mike Force, Police Chief; and Derek 
Koestel, Public Works Director.     

 
Texting While Driving and Over Age 21 
 
Alderman Pellerito asked the Board to reconsider advantages of 
passing legislation to prohibit texting while driving for over age 21.  He 
provided information about other municipalities that recently enacted 
this type of legislation: Florissant, Kirkwood and St. Charles.   
 
The Board held a general discussion about passing legislation to 
prohibit texting while driving for all age groups.  The Board agreed to 
consider Alderman Pellerito’s recommendation for two (2) ordinances 
on this subject at a future Board meeting.  
 
Freymuth Road Sidewalk Grass 
 
Paul Markworth, City Administrator, informed the Board that 
contractors planted native grass this past fall along the Freymuth Road 
sidewalk.  Staff received complaints about the tall grass and weeds so 
Parks and Recreation Department staff cut the grass and weeds 
between the curb and the sidewalk. 
 
Staff wants to know the Board’s expectations for this area.  Some of 
the natural grass will appear as weeds to observers. 
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Staff recommends seeding some of the area between the curb and the 
sidewalk with grass, and planting the steeper hillside with a low-
maintenance liriope grass. 
  
The Board held a general discussion about the native vs. manicured 
look for this area.  Staff was directed to plant the steeper hillside with a 
low-maintenance liriope and to purchase native grass seed to re-seed 
the “natural area.”  
 
2014 Real Estate Tax Rate 
 
Paul Markworth, City Administrator, informed the Board that staff 
recommends keeping the 2014 Real Estate Tax rate the same as last 
year’s rate.   
 
The Board held a general discussion about the proposed tax rate and 
its impact on the budget. 
 
Freymuth Road Name Change to Ralph Sidebottom Drive 
 
Alderman Pellerito suggested several issues that need to be 
considered when a street name change is requested and considered.   
 
The Board held a general discussion about the request to change the 
name of Freymuth Road.  Comments included: 
 
• Reason for re-naming  
• Impact on residents or businesses who reside on the street; is there 

100% agreement on changing the name by those who are directly 
impacted 

• Will re-naming the street set a precedence 
• Is it appropriate to change a street that was originally named to 

honor the Freymuth family to honor another  
• May be appropriate to name a “new” street or park pavilion instead 

of re-naming an existing street 
• May be appropriate to have a memorial sign in lieu of changing the 

street name  
 
The consensus of the Board was not to take any further action on 
changing the name of Freymuth Road. 
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Department Credit Card Request 
 
Mr. Markworth informed the Board that the Police Chief and the Parks 
and Recreation Department Director have requested a credit card for 
their staff.  Mr. Markworth said he and the Finance Director support 
their request.  
 
The Board approved the request for additional credit cards for the 
Police and Parks and Recreations Departments’ staff (Pat Doering and 
Chris White).   
 
The Board also held a brief discussion about the pros and cons of 
purchasing cards. 
 
Salt Purchase 
 
Mr. Markworth informed the Board that the road salt bid issued by our 
purchasing cooperative, administered by the City of O’Fallon, only 
received “no bid” letters.  He went on to explain that is why he 
requested (Resolution No. 09-02-14 (1) the Board ratify the decision to 
make an emergency purchase of salt.  
 
The Board held a general discussion about the causes of the price and 
availability issues. 
 
Inquiry to Purchase Property for City Park 
 

     Mr. Markworth was contacted by a representative from Twin Rivers      
Church to learn if the City is interested in purchasing land the church 
owns.  
 
The Board held a general discussion about the inquiry.  The Board 
directed staff to discuss this inquiry with the Park Board.  
 
General Discussion  

 
The Board held a general discussion about The Meadows interest in 
erecting a temporary ice skating rink.  
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ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board in the      
Administrative/Finance/Public Works Joint Work Session, the meeting adjourned 
at approximately 6:43 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________   
Donna F. Daniel, City Clerk  


