






























COMMENTS ON SENIOR APARTMENTS IN HAWK RIDGE BUSINESS PARK 

APPROXIMATELY 2 YEARS AGO OUR CITY DEVELOPED ITS FIRST COMPREHENSIVE 

MASTERPLAN IN WHICH, WITH CITIZEN INPUT, WE DEVELOPED A REVISED PROPERTY USE 

PLAN (ZONING). CURRENTLY WE ARE ABOUT TO CONSIDER AN ORDINANCE TO FORMALLY 

CHANGE EXISTING ZONING CLASSIFICATIONS TO WHAT WAS RECOMMENDED IN THIS 

MASTER PLAN. WHAT APPEARS NOT TO HAVE BEEN REVIEWED IN DEPTH IS PERMITTED USES 

WITHIN A ZONING CLASSIFICATION. 

APPROXIMATELY 20 YEARS AGO THE CITY SOLD TO A DEVELOPER THE EXISTING CITY GOLF 

COURSE. AS THE OWNERSHIP CHANGED HANDS FOR SEVERAL OF THOSE PARCELS WITHIN 

THE GOLF COURSE, A BUSINESS PARK ZONING WAS ESTABLISHED AS WELL AS THE 

SUBDIVISIONS OF HERITAGE OF HAWK RIDGE AND THE ESTATES OF HAWK RIDGE. 

OVER THE LAST 20 YEARS BOTH SUBDIVISIONS HAVE BEEN BUILT OUT AND BUSINESSES HAVE 

BEEN ATTRACTED TO THE BUSINESS PARK PORTION OF THE DEVELOPMENT. IN PARTICULAR I 

SITE MTM WITH TWO BUILDINGS, F$C WHOSE BUILDING WAS COMPLETED LAST YEAR, AS 

WELL AS THREE OTHER EXISTING BUSINESS OFFICES IN THE PARK AND THE ADJACENT HAWK 

RIDGE CROSSING JUST UNDER WAY ON LAKE SAINT LOUIS BLVD. THIS IS THE ONLY BUSINESS 

PARK ZONING IN THE CITY AND HAS BECOME A SOUGHT AFTER LOCATION FOR NON-RETAIL 

BUSINESSES. 

FOR SOME REASON WHEN THE BUSINESS PARK ZONING WAS ESTABLISHED, CERTAIN 

PERMITTED USES WERE ALLOWED. OVER THESE LAST 20 YEARS, SUCH PERMITTED USES NOW 

MAKE NO COMMON SENSE. SUCH ITEMS AS CEMETERIES AND APARTMENTS ARE INCLUDED 

IN THESE PERMITTED USES. BESIDES THE LEGIMATE CONCERNS OF 4 EXISTING ADJACENT 

RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITIES AND A NEW ONE (WINDSOR PARK) AS TO TRAFFIC CONGESTION 

AND PROPERTY VALUE, EXISTNG BUSINESS OWNERS AND OWNERS OF YET TO BE DEVELOPED 

PARCELS WITHIN THE BUSINESS PARK HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERNS FOR THEIR VALUE AND 

ABILITY TO DEVELOP SIMILAR BUILDINGS AND BUSINESSES THAT CURRENTLY EXIST, IF THESE 

APARTMENTS ARE ALLOWED TO PROCEED. 

I DO NOT OPPOSE SUCH SENIOR APARTMENT HOUSING WITHIN 131, BUT CERTAINLY NOT IN 

THIS LOCATION. THESE PROPOSED APARTMENTS ARE NOT AND NEVER WERE IN KEEPING 

WITH A TRUE BUSINESS PARK DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT. DURING THIS CURRENT PERIOD OF 

COVID 19 DISRUPTION, I ASK FOR THE EXERCISE OF COMMON SENSE. THEREFORE I ASK MY 

FELLOW ALDERPERSONS, REGARDLESS OF LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS, TO SHOW RESPECT FOR 

OUR RESIDENTS, EXISTING BUSINESS OWNERS, AND OWNERS OF YET TO BE DEVELOPED 

PROPERTY IN THIS BUSINESS PARK, AND REJECT THIS PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT. WE NEED 

TO DO WHAT IS IN KEEPING WITH GOOD PLANNING PRINCIPLES AND WHAT IS RIGHT. 

GARY TURNER, ALDERMAN, WARD ONE 


